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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). tn no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-24 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-24 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gruse et al 
(6,398,245). 

Regarding Claim 1 , Gruse et al teach a method for managing data rights 
comprising: 

receiving a request for a permit to access a piece of protected content, said piece 
of protected content protected in accordance with a first data rights management 
architecture; 
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determining which one of a plurality of data rights management architectures 
corresponds to said first data rights management architecture; 

generating a permit to access said piece of protected content based on said 
determined one of said plurality of data rights management architectures; and 

providing said permit in response to said request whereby said permit grants 
access to said piece of protected content (col.46 lines 8-67; col.74 line 45 thru col. 75 
line 8). 

Regarding Claim 2, Gruse et al teach the method of claim 1 , further comprising 
processing a permit acquisition term associated with said piece of protected content 
prior to providing said permit (col.45 lines 61-65). 

Regarding Claim 3, Gruse et al teach the method of claim 2, wherein said 
processing a permit acquisition term comprises retrieving said permit acquisition term 
based on said request (col.45 lines 61-65). 

Regarding Claim 4, Gruse et al teach the method of claim 2, wherein said 
processing a permit acquisition term comprises presenting a consumer with a query 
corresponding to said permit acquisition term (col. 63 lines 17-21; col. 14 lines 24-41; 
col.45 lines 61-65). 
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Regarding Claim 5, Gruse et al teach the method of claim 4, wherein said 
processing a permit acquisition term comprises receiving a response to said query from 
said consumer (col.63 lines 17-21; col. 14 lines 24-41; col.45 lines 61-65). 

Regarding Claim 6, Gruse et al teach the method of claim 2, wherein said 
processing a permit acquisition term comprises receiving payment information 
associated with a consumer (col.48 lines 57-65). 

Regarding Claim 7, Gruse et al teach the method of claim 2, wherein said 
processing a permit acquisition term comprises receiving demographic information from 
a consumer (col.48 lines 57-65). 

Regarding Claim 8, Gruse et al teach the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
providing said permit comprises providing said permit to a consumer (coL46 lines 43- 
50). 

Regarding Claim 9, Gruse et al teach the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
providing said permit comprises: providing said permit to a sponsor; and providing said 
permit from said sponsor to a consumer (col.46 lines 43-50). 
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Regarding Claim 10, Gruse et al teach the method of claim 8, wherein said 
providing said permit to said consumer comprises allowing said consumer to retrieve 
said permit (col.46 lines 43-50). 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Gruse et al teach the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
determining which one of a plurality of data rights management architectures 
corresponds to said first data rights management architectures comprises accessing a 
look-up table (col.62 lines 48-58). 

Regarding Claim 12, Gruse et al teach the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
determining which one of a plurality of data rights management architectures 
corresponds to said first data rights management architectures comprises using 
information available in said request regarding said first data rights management 
architectures (col.46 lines 8-42). 

Regarding Claim 13, Gruse et al teach the method of claim 12, wherein said 
determining which one of a plurality of data rights management architectures 
corresponds to said first data rights management architecture comprises retrieving a 
permit class associated with said piece of protected content (col.46 lines 8-42). 



Application/Control Number: 09/548,356 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2137 

Regarding Claim 14, Gruse et al teach the method of claim 13, wherein said 
retrieving a permit class comprises retrieving said permit class from said request (col.46 
lines 8-42). 

Regarding Claim 15, Gruse et al teach the method of claim 13, wherein said 
retrieving a permit class comprises retrieving said permit class from a database (col.46 
lines 8-42). 

Regarding Claim 16, Gruse et al teach an agnostic data rights management 
clearing house comprising: an order management system that receives a request to 
provide access rights to protected content; said protected content packaged in 
accordance with a first data rights management architecture; 

a permit system interfaced to said order management system that determines 
which one of plurality of data rights management architectures corresponds to said first 
data rights management architecture, that generates a permit based on said determined 
one of said plurality of data rights management architectures, and that provides said 
permit in response to said request to provide access rights to protected content (col.45 
line 45 thru col.46 line 67). 

Regarding Claim 17, Gruse et al teach a permit system comprising: means for 
determining which one of a plurality of data rights management architectures 
corresponds to a particular permit request; means for generating a permit based on said 
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determined one of a plurality of data rights management architectures; and means for 
providing said permit in response to said request (col.45 line 45 thru col.46 line 67). 

Regarding Claim 18, Gruse et al teach a method for managing data rights 
comprising the steps of: receiving a request from a sponsor to access protected 
content, said protected content packaged in accordance with a first data rights 
management architecture; determining which one of a plurality of data rights 
management architectures corresponds to said first data rights management 
architecture; generating a permit to access said protected content based on said 
determined one of said plurality of data rights management architectures (col.45 line 45 
thru col.46 line 67). 

Regarding Claim 19, Gruse et al teach the method of claim 18, further comprising 
the step of providing said permit to a consumer in response to said request (col.46 lines 
43-50). 

Regarding Claim 20, Gruse et al teach the method of claim 18, further comprising 
the step of providing said permit to said sponsor (col.46 lines 26-29). 



Regarding Claim 21 , Gruse et al teach a method for managing data rights 
comprising the steps of: determining which one of a plurality of permit classes was used 
to protect a piece of protected content; and generating a request for a permit to access 
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the piece of protected content, said request specifying said one of a plurality of permit 
classes (col.45 line 45 thru col.46 line 67). 

Regarding Claim 22, Gruse et al teach a method protecting content comprising: 
receiving a request from a packager for a first permit class to protect a piece of content, 
said first permit class associated with a first data rights management architecture; 
generating said first permit class; and transmitting said first permit class to said 
packager (col.45 line 45 thru col.46 line 67). 

Regarding Claim 23, Gruse et al teach the method of claim 22, further 
comprising: receiving a request from a packager for a providing a second permit class 
to protect a piece of content, said second permit class associated with a second data 
rights management architecture (col.45 line 45 thru col.46 line 67). 

Regarding Claim 24, Gruse et al teach a method for generating permit classes 
comprising: receiving a request from a sponsor for a first permit class, said first permit 
class associated with a first data rights management architecture; transmitting said first 
permit class to said sponsor; receiving a request for a second permit class, said second 
permit class associated with a second data rights management architecture; and 
transmitting said second permit class to said sponsor (col.45 line 45 thru col.46 line 67). 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tremayne M. Norris whose telephone number is (703) 
305-8045. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM-5:00PM alternate 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Morse can be reached on (703) 305-4789. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 746-7239. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
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Tremayne Norris 
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